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Let's think of a summer's day in December
Posted By LUKE HENDRY

Posted 3 months ago

The  Christmas  season  starts  earlier  every  year,  so  this  week  I'm  turning  the  tables  and  starting  my  summer
entertainment coverage in December.

As you scramble to find Christmas gifts for others, you may want to start by thinking beyond Christmas.

Several organizations are now promoting tickets for post-holiday entertainment as gifts.

That includes the Festival Players of Prince Edward County theatre group, which this week announced its 2009 lineup.
The basics on its three plays:

* Ship of Fireby Marion de Vries, Bernie Gaw, Tom Leighton and Suzanne Pasternak

Set on Lake Ontario in 1853, this musical is based on historical events. A young Irish gal and a crewman of the luxury
steamship The Ocean Wave meet on the trip between Montreal to Hamilton -- its last voyage. And without spoiling the
ending, it's inspired by some of the locals who rescued the ship's survivors. It'll be staged at Milford's Mt. Tabor
Playhouse.

It's good to see local history worked into art. I will, however, retract that praise if any Celine Dion music is used or
anyone shouts he's "the king of the world." What a way to ruin a good boat story.

* Schoolhouseby Leanna Brodie

Jumping ahead to 1938, it's about Miss Linton, a keen young schoolteacher from the city who lands in rural

Ontario to teach her first class. But one of the boys there is a handful, meaning laughs for family audiences. The venue
hasn't been announced but is expected to be outdoors.

* Colours in the Stormby Jim Betts
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Artist Tom Thomson causes a stir, both amused and suspicious, among the locals when he begins living and painting in
Algonquin Park. It's set in 1917 and is the season's second musical. Look for it at the Osterhout-Henry Hall at Fields on
West Lake between Bloomfield and Wellington.

The season runs July 8 to Aug. 23. A season "flex pass" is $67, a discount of 25 per cent. Passes are on sale now.
Look for single tickets in the spring.

Call 613-471-1444 or write info@festivalplayers.cato order or learn more.

GO LOCAL

Also on the gift theme, don't forget the many artists and galleries selling art. Even if you choose something as simple as
a $3 or $5 card, there is plenty of art out there to be bought. Galleries aren't just for looking, after all. So stop in --
buying art is a great way to find something different.
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No, not me. I don't own a piano.

Pianist Esmond Skidmore, however, has been performing -- not just playing -- for 88 years.

And while that might make you guess he's 120, but he's only 91.

The Belleville resident warms up the crowd every Wednesday for the Brown Bag Lunches at the Belleville Public
Library's John M. Parrott Art Gallery. The sessions feature a guest speaker, and Skidmore plays a few opening tunes.

Last Wednesday, he was asked to play a little more -- all from memory -- and afterward spoke to the audience about his
playing.

Skidmore's first stage performance came at age three, and as a boy he would practise on any piano he could find, to
the point his parents shooed him away from theirs at times because he wouldn't stop.

"Even all my girlfriends -- they had to have a piano," he said. "One of them caught on."

Stop by the gallery at noon on Wednesdays to hear Skidmore and the speaker of the day.

For details, call the library at 613-968-6731 or go to www.bellevillelibrary.com.
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Belleville Singles Dances
Ages 20's, 30's, 40's 50's attend See dance pictures!
www.romeoandjuliet.ca

Algonquin Ontario Resort
Luxury resort & cottage rentals located in Algonquin
Park
www.bartlettlodge.com

Theatre Tickets
Find Theatre Tickets Find the hottest tickets here.
TicketInspector.com
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